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TAGS: SNAR, TH 

SUB J : TRENDS IN NARCOTICS SEIZURES 
REF: FTC-0029 

1. THIS MESSAGE DRAWS YOUR ATTENTION TO THE SEIZURE OCTOBER 17 BY 
BORDER PATROL POLICE (BPP) OF 1 1 18 KILOGRAMS OF RAW OPIUM NEAR 
BAN SAM TAO (MB 7257), AKA KHAI LY SO, FROM A CARAVAN COMPOSED 
OF 20 HORSES. DETAILS ARE PROVIDED IN THE REFERENCE. 

2. WHILE THIS SEIZURE IS SIGNIFICANT FOR ITS SIZE ALONE, IT 

IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE BPP MADE THIS SEIZURE ACTING 
COMPLETELY ON ITS OWN INITIATIVE AND INTELLIGENCE. 

3. BAN SAM TAO IS TYPICAL OF A NUMBER OF TRAFFICKING CROSS- 
ROADS NOW BEING WATCHED BY THE BPP THROUGH ITS NEWLY-INSTALLED 
SYSTEM OF NARCOTIC INTEL UNITS. IT IS ENCOURAGING NOT ONLY 

THAT THE RTG THROUGH THE BPP IS MAKING THE EFFORT TO MAN 
THESE POOR AND ISOLATED VILLAGES WHERE LIFE IS RIGOROUS AND 
UNAPPEALING, BUT THAT THIS BPP GARRISON IN SAM TAO HAS MADE 
THIS LARGE SEIZURE IN FACE OF TEMPTATIONS WHICH ASSUREDLY 
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4. THE LARGE SEIZURES OF 1973 WERE MADE LARGELY ON THE BASIS 
OF US-SUPPLIED INFORMATION. THIS HAUL REPRESENTS THE FIRST 
SIGNIFICANT RESULTS OBTAINED FROM THE STATIONING EARLIER THIS 
YEAR OF SEVERAL SMALL BPP NARCOTICS INTELLIGENCE UNITS AT 
STRATEGIC TRAFFICKING CROSS ROADS NEAR THE BURMA BORDER. BEFORE 
THESE UNITS WERE IN PLACE, ALMOST THE ENTIRE SECURITY AND 
NARCOTICS PATROLLING RESPONSIBILITY ALONG A 60-MILE STRETCH 

OF BORDER IN THE NORTH-WEST CORNER OF CHIANG MAI PROVINCE 
(PIANG LUANG EAST TO THAM NGOB) FELL ON A 46-MAN BPP PLATOON 
BASED AT MUANG POK. IN PRACTICE THIS PLATOON WAS GENERALLY 
AWARE OF TRAFFICKING THROUGH ITS DOMAIN BUT FELT IT HAD ITS 
HANDS FULL MERELY SURVIVING IN AN AREA WHERE IT WAS OUTNUMBERED 
AND OUTGUNNED BY FREE-BOOTERS OF MANY STRIPES, PRIMARILY ARMED 
BURMESE OR KACHIN DISSIDENT GROUPS, REMMANTS OF THE OLD 
CHINESE NATIONALIST 93RF YUNNANESE ARMY AND BANDITS. 

5. WE NOTE ALSO THAT SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER HAVE BEEN 
GOOD MONTHS FOR THE RTG SPECIAL NARCOTICS ORGANIZATION, 

ACTING IN SOME CASES ON THAI-ORIGINATED INTELLIGENCE. 
(JULY-SEPTEMBER DEVELOPMENTS WILL BE COVERED IN THE MISSION 
NARCOTICS QUARTERLY DISSEMINATED NEXT WEEK). REFINERIES HAVE 
BEEN PARTICULARLY HARD HIT WITH THREE MOBILIZED BY SNO 

AND BPP RAIDS SINCE MID-SEPTEMBER. TWO OF THE REFINERIES WERE 
SMALL, MOBILE EASY-TO-ASSEMBLE LABORATORIES CAPABLE OF 
PRODUCING FROM FIVE TO TEN KILOGRAMS AT A TIME. ONE WAS 
FOUND IN A HUT, ANOTHER IN A CAVE. THE THIRD REFINERY WAS 
LOCATED IN A THREE-HUT COMPOUND, WELL GUARDED AND STOCKED 
WITH CHEMICALS. THE REFINERY WAS ACTIVELY PRODUCING HEROIN #4. 
APPROXIMATELY200 LITERS OF A LIQUID PRODUCT. BELIEVED TO BE 
HEROIN BASE, WAS SEIZED ALONG WITH ASSORTED CHEMICALS AND 
EQUIPMENT. 

6. IN ADDITION TO THESE THREE REFINERIES, SNO FORCES MOUNTED 
FOUR OTHER OPERATIONS DURING MID-SEPTEMBER TO MID-OCTOBER, 

WHICH NETTED EIGHT DEFENDANTS AND THE SEIZURE OF 3.6 KILOGRAMS 
OF HEROIN #4, 36.0 KILOGRAMS OF RAW OPIUM, AND 6.0 KILOGRAMS 

OF PITZU (IMPURE HEROIN BASE). 
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